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ANNUAL REPORT 

SCRIPPS RANCH PLANNING GROUP 

April, 2019 – March, 2020 

 

 

Section I. Introduction 

 

The following officers were elected at the April 2018 meeting, for the April 2018 to March 2020 term: 

Chair:  Wallace H. Wulfeck  

Vice Chair: Sandra K. Wetzel-Smith 

Vice Chair: Scott Hilberg 

Secretary: Tamar Silverstein 

 

There are no standing subcommittees. 

 

Ad Hoc Committees on Fire Safety, Chabad Educational Complex, Carroll Canyon Center, the Scripps 

Ranch Technology Park, the Redevelopment of the Alliant University Property, were continued.  Ad 

Hoc Committees were established for Public Facility Financing Plan Review, Hendrix Park Design, 

and Capital Improvement Program review. 

 

An Ad Hoc committee on the Redevelopment of the Renzulli Property, joint with the Miramar Ranch 

North Planning Council, established in February 2019, was continued. 

 

 

Section II. Administrative Issues 

 

Eight meetings were held in April, May, June, August, September, October, November, and December 

of 2019, and in February and March of 2020.  Meeting descriptions are given in Section VIII below. 

 

At the March 2020 election, 7 current members who were not term-limited were re-elected.  Three 

incumbents, who were term-limited, were elected with over a two-thirds majority.   See section VII 

below for details. 

 

 

Section III. Community Plan Preparation and Implementation 

 

1.  Alliant University.   In March 2019, the Planning Group voted on a proposed Initiation of 

Community Plan Amendment for Redevelopment of the Alliant University Property. The action was to 

 ‘Authorize chair of SRPG write a letter to PC outlining the opposition raised tonight, forward issues, 

not meeting criterias to city and developer that the SRPG recommend denial to the initiation of the 

CPA, based upon issues raised. The Chair or Designated Representative to attend the Planning 

Commission meeting to present our views and vote’. 16-0-0 Unanimous. 

On September 5, the SRPG voted again unanimously to recommend denial of the CPAI. 

The Chairperson subsequently testified at the Planning Commission hearing for Project 629049 on 

September 12, 2019, as did representatives from the Scripps Ranch Civic Association, Fire Safe 

Council, San Diego Sol, and many citizens.   All recommended that the Initiation be denied because it 

failed to meet any of the criteria established in the San Diego Land Development Code: 
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A. Criterion 1.  Consistency with the goals and policies of the General Plan and community 

plan and any community plan specific amendment criteria: 
a. Not Consistent with Goals to  

i. Provide for education opportunities and facilities 

ii. Encourage quality educational and cultural opportunities 

iii. Provide public safety related facilities to assure adequate service 

iv. Locate, design, and construct development to provide defensibility 

v. Design and maintain public and private streets for fire apparatus 

 

b. Project is totally inconsistent with General Plan -- City of Villages. 

i. No amenities, No commercial, industrial, retail, facilities 

ii. Not suited for walking or bicycling to Scripps Ranch facilities because of 

topography, distance, and danger along Pomerado Rd. 

 

B. Criterion 2.  Public benefit to the community as compared to the existing land use 

designation, density/intensity range, plan policy or site design: 

 

• Removes land available for educational, cultural, institutional use. 

• Removes major recreational facility: San Diego SOL Gym. 

• Contributes to unacceptable traffic on Avenue of Nations and Pomerado Road. 

• Adds unprotected residents in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 

• Increases hazards to students at Marshall Middle School 

• Increases danger to all of Scripps Ranch in an evacuation. 

• Current University or Institutional Use is more beneficial to the community because 

institutions can control access time for employees or patrons. 

 

C. Criterion 3:  Availability of public facilities to serve the proposed increase in density/ 

intensity, or their provision will be addressed as a component of the amendment process: 

 

 Pomerado Road is already inadequate to support peak traffic.  This will add grid lock at 

Avenue of Nations/Willow Creek Road. 

 Public school facilities not adequate.  Two elementary schools each more than a mile 

away near capacity.  Marshall Middle School at capacity.  Scripps Ranch High School 

more than a mile away. 

 Park and Recreational facilities already minimally adequate. 

 Mass transit difficult to access. 

 Fire/Rescue services are insufficient because nearly 2000 additional residences have 

been added in recent years. 

 

Regardless of the fact that none of the Criteria was met, the Planning Commission voted unanimously 

to initiate the CPA anyway.  The Planning Commission did add many conditions to the initiation.  

These included mitigation of fire hazards with certification by the Fire Chief of the safety of students, 

accessibility by fire apparatus, and safe evacuation.  They also requested analyses of ways to keep the 

SOL and other sports programs at the Gym.  They requested a new evaluation of the need for our fire 

station annex, and extensive analysis of traffic on Avenue of Nations and Pomerado Road, including a 

new look at widening Pomerado Road to four lanes.    
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2.  Renzulli Estate.   The Phair Company is purchasing the “Renzulli Estate”—a 40-Acre parcel in the 

gap between the two portions of Cypress Canyon Road—, and proposes construction of 90 to 100 

single-family homes.  The property includes steep hillsides, canyons, and ephemeral wetlands, so it 

would be difficult to build more homes.  On May 2, 2019, the SRPG voted unanimously to recommend 

initiation of a Community Plan Amendment for rezoning and permitting for the project.  The Planning 

Commission voted on February 13, 2020, to initiate the CPA. 

 

 

Section IV. Special Projects 

 

1. The Ad Hoc Subcommittee on the Technology Park has been working on a plan to expand the 

parking lot at the Scripps Ranch Library.  In March 2019, the Public Works Department 

presented development plans.   An Ad Hoc committee met on October 3, 2019 to review the 

effort.  We continue to monitor this development. 

 

2. At our October 3, 2019 Meeting, the SRPG reluctantly approved an update to the Public 

Facilities Financing Plan for Scripps Miramar Ranch.  Ad Hoc Subcommittee meetings were 

held throughout August 2019.   The SRPG disagrees with the Planning Department’s 

characterization of the PFFP, and with any proposals to centralize or redirect any FBA funds or 

accounts. 

 

3. In December, 2019, the SRPG approved budgets for the Rancho Encantada and Scripps 

Miramar Ranch Maintenance Assessment Districts. 

 

4. In June through August, 2019, the SRPG prepared a new submission for preparation of the 

FY21 to 25 Capital Improvement Program. 

 

 

Section V. Summary of Project Reviews 

 

1. Initiation of a Community Plan Amendment for 10445 Pomerado Road (Randi Coopersmith, 

Lattitude33, and KB Homes Coastal Inc.).  This property is currently known as Alliant University.  

The Initiation proposes to change zoning for approximately 51 acres to residential, and it 

proposes approximately 300 housing units with 15% of them affordable.   The Initiation proposes 

that Alliant University will retain approximately 21 acres for the private university campus.  See 

section III above. 

 

2.  On Sept. 11, 2019, the SRPG voted 16-1-0 to recommend approval of Project 637836, Scripps 

Miramar Ranch - (Process 4) Tentative Map for the conversion of 6 existing commercial 

condominium and the consolidation of 3 lots into one at 10103-10123 Carroll Canyon Road. 

 

3.  Summary of Development and Construction Projects in Scripps Ranch through April 2019 

 

A. Redevelopment of Alliant University property 

KB homes is seeking initiation of an Amendment to our Community Plan to allow construction 

of about 460 homes on the Alliant University property.  Initiation is the start of planning – it is 

not an approval or denial of the project – It just starts the process of more comprehensive 

analysis.  The entire process would take at least 2 years or more to create the Environmental 

Impact Report and plans.  See Section III. 
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B. SDG&E Electrical Transmission Line 

Repaving Pomerado Road: 

During 2018, SDG&E installed a 230 KV electrical line under Pomerado Road. 

Remaining work to repave Pomerado Rd was completed in June 2019 

 

 

C. SDG&E Gas Line 

Pomerado Road. 

Last summer the California Public Utilities Commission denied SDG&Es proposed 36” gas line 

from Riverside County to Miramar, including a portion under Pomerado Road in Poway and 

Scripps Ranch.  Instead the Commission recommended testing and repair of the existing 16” 

gas line.  Part of this line is west of I-15 near Mercy Rd. / Scripps Poway Parkway.  

Construction is planned for 2020. 

  

D. Fairbrook Park 

Fairbrook Road and Rue Fontenay. 

This park has been planned since 2009.  Design was done in 2017.  Due to poor or no 

coordination between the City’s Parks, Public Works, and Stormwater departments, construction 

has still not started.  Completion is now expected in Summer 2020. 

 

E. Proposed Park at Hendrix Pond 

The Parks and Recreation department met with the community on March 14 at 7:00pm in the 

Library.  Since the park was initially proposed in 2016 some residents have requested that a dog 

park area be included, but other residents are strongly opposed.  The city will work with the 

community on design.  No funds are currently programmed for construction. 

 

F. Renzulli Property 

A joint working group met with The Phair Company, which is going ahead with planning for 

development of the Renzulli estates.  The property is located between the two segments of 

Cypress Canyon Road.  The initial plan is for about 100 homes on the 57-acre property.  These 

would include starter homes at around 2100 sq.ft. priced at $800,000 to $850,000; 

“move up” homes at around 2475 sq.ft. for $900,000 to $1M, and “multigenerational” homes 

with a second master suite downstairs for $1M+. 

 

G. The Glen at Scripps Ranch 

Pomerado Road at Chabad Center Driveway 

450 units: villas, apartments, and continuing care residences for senior retirees.  Construction 

will be completed in 2020, and the first residents moved in around September 2019.  When the 

project is complete, about 1,500 new trees will be planted on the property, including about 200 

new sycamore and oak trees on the slope facing Pomerado Road. 

http://www.theglenatscrippsranch.com 

 

H. Ascent at Campus of Life Apartments 

Pomerado Road at Chabad Center Driveway 

In 2009 the City approved construction of 280 new housing units at the Chabad Campus for 

student and faculty housing for a K-12 school and Yeshiva.  When the first 84 units were 

completed last year, they were advertised to the public as luxury apartments.  The City Attorney 

http://www.theglenatscrippsranch.com/
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has determined that the apartments conform to the Conditional Use Permit for the land since the 

leases require residents to attend lifestyle classes such as Yoga and Gardening.   

https://www.ascentluxury.com/ 

 

I. Carroll Canyon Mixed-Use Apartments. 

9850 Carroll Canyon Road at I-15 

This is a 260-multiple-unit residential mixed-use development with 10,700 square feet of 

commercial space on a 9.28-acre site.  The project will also include a new 

Traffic signal and road improvements on Carroll Canyon Rd.  Work will begin this month.   

https://www.sudprop.com/thehub-at-scripps-ranch-mixed-use 

 

J. Pure Water Connection to Miramar Reservoir. 

Miramar Road up to Miramar Lake. 

The San Diego Water Department will install a large underground pipeline from the Eastgate 

treatment plant, along Miramar Road, then under I-15 and up to Miramar Lake through the 

business park. Construction is scheduled for 2019 through 2023.  The project will close 80 

parking spaces at Miramar Lake during 2019 and 2020, but will provide about 100 new spaces.  

The boat ramp and concession area will be closed during construction. 

www.sandiego.gov/water/purewater 

 

K. Miramar Clearwells 

Miramar Water Treatment Plant – 10710 Scripps Lake Drive 

The Water Department is replacing two clearwells, which store finished drinking water on its 

way to residents and businesses.  The project should complete in 2020. 

https://www.sandiego.gov/cip/projectinfo/featuredprojects/miramarclearwells 

 

L. Scripps Ranch Library Parking Lot. 

10310 Scripps Lake Drive. 

The SRCA and SRPG have been advocating for a parking lot expansion for the past several 

years.  This project would yield 124 parking spaces, 5 ADA parking spaces and 5 spaces for EV 

Charging Stations. In Phase One 53 parking spaces will be available, including ADA parking 

spaces. Widening of the left turn lane out of the parking lot is also planned. 

https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/about-the-library/projects/scripps 

 

M. Scripps Ranch Technology Park 

Hoyt Park Drive, Meanley Drive, Scripps Ranch Blvd. 

The Murphy Development Corporation purchased 12 parcels in the Business Park.  They will 

build industrial buildings.  The SRPG already approved a 325,000 sq.ft. building at Hoyt Park 

Drive and Scripps Ranch Blvd which will begin construction this summer. 

http://scrippsranchtechpark.com 

 

 

 

Section VI. Planning Group Objectives 

 

The Planning Group will continue to work on improving communication with all residents, including 

Rancho Encantada,  so that they are more fully involved with community interests. 

 

In accordance with CityCouncil Policy 600-24, the Planning Group will continue to address its 

https://www.ascentluxury.com/
https://www.sudprop.com/thehub-at-scripps-ranch-mixed-use
http://www.sandiego.gov/water/purewater
https://www.sandiego.gov/cip/projectinfo/featuredprojects/miramarclearwells
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/about-the-library/projects/scripps
http://scrippsranchtechpark.com/
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expanded responsibilities for advising the City and other agencies on land use, mobility and 

transportation, urban design, public facilities & services, economic prosperity, conservation, noise, 

historic preservation, and infrastructure. 

 

Section VII. Roster Summary 

 

Ten member seats were available for election or re-election in March 2020.  The following members 

were re-elected: Gordon Boerner, Dennis Engler, Jan Kane, Ron Kelley, Emma Lefkowitz, John Lyons, 

Sandra Wetzel-Smith.  The following incumbents, who were term-limited, were elected with a two-

thirds majority.  Gwen Bandt, Scott Hilberg, Wally Wulfeck. 
 

 

Section VIII.  Meeting Summaries 

 

The following Summaries were printed in the Scripps Ranch Civic Association Newsletter at the 

beginning of each month.  Over 12000 copies of the Newsletter are distributed free to homes in the 

Scripps Ranch and Rancho Encantada areas each month. 

 

April 2019 

The Planning Group held its regular meeting on March 7, 2019.    The group voted unanimously 

to recommend denial of the proposal to build 460 homes on the Alliant University property.   

For more details, see the special section on development projects in this issue. 

 

Repaving Pomerado Road: 

At press time, SDG&E noted that the City is still reviewing the Traffic Control Plans and has 

yet to determine which plans will ultimately be approved.  

  

Election: 

At our March 2019 meeting, the community re-elected 10 members to the Planning Group for 

two-year terms.   

 

 

Next Meetings:   

The next Planning Group meetings are April 4, May 2, and June 6, 2019.  Please check the 

Planning Group’s website at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg for updates between issues of the 

newsletter. 

 

 

May 2019 

The Planning Group held its regular meeting on April 4, 2019.     

 

KB Homes / Alliant University: 

In March, our group had voted unanimously to recommend denial of the proposal to build 460 

homes on the Alliant University property.   At our April meeting, we heard a presentation on the 

current use of the Gymnasium on the property, operated by San Diego SOL 

(www.sandiegosol.com).  San Diego SOL is a comprehensive basketball club, primarily serving 

boys and girls 5-18 years of age.  They offer camps, clinics, leagues and tournaments for all 

levels of ability.  They provide a benefit to our community and to the San Diego area. 
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The KB Homes proposal first requires initiation of an amendment to our Community Plan.  

Their amendment proposes to redesignate this site from University to a mix of land use 

designations ranging from low to medium density residential, park, commercial use and open 

space, and rezone from RS-1-8 to the appropriate zones to implement the land use designations.   

 

A hearing was scheduled for April 11 before the San Diego Planning Commission to determine 

if (a) the proposal was consistent with the city’s General Plan and our Community Plan, (b)  the 

new land use provides benefits compared with the existing land use, and (c) public facilities are 

adequate to support the increase in density.  The Planning Group had prepared arguments that 

none of these criteria were met.  On April 11, the proposal was withdrawn from the scheduled 

Planning Commission hearing, so no decision was reached. It can be re-scheduled, but probably 

not until mid June or later. Thanks to members of the Scripps Ranch Planning Group, Scripps 

Ranch Fire Safe Council, and San Diego SOL who attended the meeting just in case our 

testimony would have been necessary.    

 

Repaving Pomerado Road: 

At press time, the repaving was scheduled for the last week in April.  Hopefully it’s done and 

looks nice.  After the repaving, new striping and traffic control loops will be installed. 

  

Renzulli Estates: 

The Phair Company (www.thephaircompany.com) is proposing to build about 90 to 100 homes 

on the 40-acre Renzulli estate.  On April 6, members of a joint subcommittee from both the 

SRPG and Miramar Ranch North Planning Committee visited the property to get an idea of the 

size and topography of the land, and where homes might be built.  We thank Mr. and Mrs. Phair 

and Austin Dias for the opportunity to get more familiar with the site.  Like other proposed 

developments, the next step will be to initiate an amendment to Community Plan – this will 

begin the process of obtaining entitlements and permits.   

 

Next Meetings 

The next Planning Group meetings are May 2, and June 6, 2019.  Our scheduled July 4 meeting 

will probably be cancelled.  Please check the Planning Group’s website at 

www.scrippsranch.org/srpg for updates between issues of the newsletter. 

 

 

June 2019 

The Planning Group held its regular meeting on May 2, 2019.     

 

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar Update: 

Colonel Charles Dockery, USMC, Commanding Officer, has previously served several tours at 

Miramar as a F/A-18D aviator, and lived in Scripps Ranch.  He assumed command in July 

2018.  Col. Dockery described the USMC’s focus on the western Pacific theater, and the 

importance of Miramar in providing air forces.  MCAS Miramar is scheduled to receive six 

squadrons (96 aircraft) of the new F-35 Lightning multirole fighter, starting in 2020.  New 

hanger and support facilities are now under construction.  The expected noise level will be 

about the same as the current F-18 aircraft.  Col. Dockery also described local-area support 

agreements among his fire department and the City, County, and CalFIRE departments. 

 

The Phair Company Homes at Renzulli Estates: 

The Phair Company (www.thephaircompany.com) is proposing to build about 90 to 100 homes 
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on the 40-acre Renzulli estate.  This is similar to the density on all four sides of the property.  

The proposal first requires initiation of an amendment to our Community Plan.  The Planning 

Group felt that the proposal is mostly consistent with our Community Plan, that it provides 

benefits compared with the existing land use, and that public facilities are adequate to support 

it.  We voted unanimously to recommend initiation of the Community Plan Amendment, so that 

the project will go forward into detailed planning and environmental analysis.  The proposal is 

expected to go to the Planning Commission in July.    Note that this is not approval of the 

project, but only approval to begin planning. 

 

Repaving Pomerado Road: 

At press time, the repaving was again rescheduled for May 16-19.  Maybe this time it was done.  

After the repaving, new striping and traffic control loops will be installed. 

  

Pure Water Program Miramar Reservoir Study: 

The Pure Water program is a major city project to re-use water locally.  First-phase construction 

will start in the fall of 2019 on a processing plant at Eastgate Mall and a pipeline to the Miramar 

Reservoir.  In preparation, the water department will conduct a “tracer” study to develop a 

hydrodynamic model of how water moves through the reservoir.  It involves releasing a non-

toxic tracer chemical 30 feet deep, then measuring the tracer at various sites in the reservoir 

over the next several weeks.  The study will begin in June and will close the reservoir for on-

lake fishing during the first two days of the study.  

 

Recreation Council / SRPG Meeting on Hendrix Pond / Aviary Park: 

On May 9, the City Parks and Recreation Department gave the second in a series of design 

workshops for a potential park.  First, the need for extension of nearby reclaimed water lines to 

Hendrix pond was emphasized, and will be reported at the next meeting.  At the previous 

meeting, attendees (mostly residents from the area) indicated what amenities (e.g. childrens’ 

equipment, restrooms, dog facilities) they might like to include in the park design.  The results 

were that there was little support for most of these amenities.  Accordingly, the park designers 

presented three alternative designs.  One involved little change except for trail cleanup and 

rehab. of the access driveway to the pond.  Two others involved varying degrees of landscape 

and mobility improvements in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.    Attendees 

again had a chance to indicate their preferences – results will be presented at a third meeting in 

June.  

 

Future Meetings:   

The next Planning Group meetings are June 6, 2019 and August 1.  Our scheduled July 4 

meeting will probably be cancelled for the holiday; a special meeting might be scheduled if 

necessary.  Please check the Planning Group and SRCA webpages at 

www.scrippsranch.org/srpg for updates between issues of the newsletter. 

 

 

July 2019 

The Planning Group held its regular meeting on June 6, 2019.    We were honored to have a 

visit from Congressman Scott Peters, after his town hall meeting at Jerabek School.  

Congressman Peters spoke about many issues that affect Scripps Ranch, including fire safety 

and forest and wildlands management, the economics of tourism, military construction and 

operations, business and water quality at the border, biotech and information technology, health 

care, and veterans jobs, education, housing and mental health.  There are obviously many 
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complicated issues that affect our area, and we thank Congressman Peters for working on them. 

 

Capital Improvement Projects 

Every two years, the City of San Diego updates its plan for capital improvements.  Capital 

projects are those that involve construction or replacement of durable structures.  They do not 

include maintenance or ongoing operation of city facilities.  

 

In 2017 Scripps Ranch submitted eight projects.  Two of these are now underway. 

The first is the parking lot expansion at the Scripps Ranch Library – it is fully funded in the 

city’s budget.  The second is parking expansion at Lake Miramar, which is being done as part of 

the Pure Water pipeline project.    

 

The following are our submissions for FY21-25: 

Fire Station 37A Annex.  This continues to be our top priority.  It consists of a smaller station 

with a brush truck, ambulance, and space for a police and RSVP office.  It would tentatively be 

located at Avenida Magnifica and Pomerado Road, and it is meant to serve the Stonebridge and 

southern Scripps Ranch communities.   Although the City found no substandard delays in 

emergency response in their 2017 report, our community will add several thousand new 

residences since that data was collected.   In addition, because we are in an extremely high fire 

hazard severity zone, a substantial response is essential as quickly as possible when a possible 

wildfire is reported. 

 

Our second priority is to reconstruct Scripps Ranch Court and construct a pedestrian bridge to 

Scripps Ranch High School.   The school district is interested in the bridge for its SRHS Master 

Plan, and the road reconstruction is necessary to prevent further erosion and damage. 

 

The third priority is to provide reclaimed water for Hendrix Pond.  Evans Pond already has this. 

There is a pipe stub for reclaimed water on Aviary Drive, which we hope can be extended to 

provide less expensive water. 

 

The fourth priority is to provide improvements along Stonebridge Parkway, including raised 

medians and a second entrance to Sycamore Canyon Park.  The project is necessary to improve 

traffic safety. 

 

For our other high priorities, just so they don’t forget, we wanted to re-emphasize the need for 

the Scripps Ranch Library and Miramar Lake parking expansions, and completion of Fairbrook 

Park.  We also continue to support neighborhood park, playground, and ADA improvements at 

Jerabek and Cypress Canyon Parks.  We also will submit new proposals for Aviary/Hendrix 

Pond Park, and Phase II of Cypress Canyon Park. 

 

Finally, we would still like the reclaimed water line at Pomerado Road and Willow Creek Road 

extended east to Avenida Magnifica and Fairbrook Road.   The project was evaluated last year 

in conjunction with developments south of Pomerado Road, but it was found to be infeasible 

because of hydraulic and pressure limits for the existing pipeline.   This means that we will have 

to request some sort of pump station.  The City is unlikely to support our request because they 

are committing most of their resources to the Pure Water program. 

 

Future Meetings: 

The next Planning Group meetings are August 1 and September 5.  Our scheduled July 4 
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meeting will probably be cancelled for the holiday; a special meeting might be scheduled if 

necessary.  Please check the Planning Group and SRCA webpages at 

www.scrippsranch.org/srpg for updates between issues of the newsletter. 

 

August 2019 

The Planning Group was dark in July.  Our next meetings are August 1, September 5, and 

October 3.  Please check the Planning Group and SRCA webpages at 

www.scrippsranch.org/srpg for updates between issues of the newsletter. 

 

September 2019 

The Planning Group held its regular meeting on August 1, 2019.     

 

Business Park:  There is a proposal for conversion of 6 existing commercial condominiums and 

consolidation of 3 lots into one at 10103-10123 Carroll Canyon Road.  The Planning Group will 

discuss this at our September 5 meeting and make a recommendation to the Planning 

Commission. 

 

Public Facilities Financing Plan: 

Every two or three years, the City prepares an update to the community’s plan for developing 

public facilities.  The plan is normally on-line, but it is down now for revision.  The plan 

contains descriptions of planned capital improvement projects, including parks, public 

buildings, and roads, as well as the status of the community’s funds collected from development 

projects.   We will discuss the plan for the Scripps Miramar Ranch planning area at our 

September meeting.  The Rancho Encantada / Stonebridge Estates community also has a PFFP 

but it is not up for review this year.    

  

No Development News: 

At press time, there has been no news on either the Renzulli or the Alliant University property.   

The next step for both properties would be initiation of a community plan amendment which 

requires a hearing by the Planning Commission. 

 

Planning Group Member Election in March 2020: 

The next election for SRPG membership is in 6 months.  There will be 10 positions up for 

election or re-election.  Our Bylaws require that candidates must have attended at least two 

meetings of the group in the previous 12 months.  If you are interested in serving on the 

planning group, please come to a meeting and talk with us, and contact me at whw@san.rr.com. 

 

Next Meetings:   

The next Planning Group meetings are September 5, and October 3, 2019.  Agendas for all 

meetings are posted at least 72 hours in advance on the back Seminar Room door of the library, 

on the Planning Group’s website at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg and on the City’s Scripps Ranch 

webpage at https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/scrippsmiramarranch.   

 

 

October 2019 

Alliant University Property – KB Homes:    At our September 5 meeting, the SRPG voted 

unanimously to recommend that the Planning Commission deny KB Homes’ request to initiate 

a Community Plan Amendment to build homes on the Alliant University property.  And on 

September 10, the SRCA also voted to support the planning group in its opposition.   
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Under the new plan, AIU would retain about 20 acres for its campus administration facility and 

would keep the Scripps Ranch Theater.  KB Homes would purchase about 50 acres, and build 

up to 300 homes, including   The SRPG opposed the plan because it would make the already 

unacceptable traffic on Avenue of Nations and Pomerado Road worse, increase hazards to 

students at Marshall Middle School, add residents in a Very High Fire Hazard zone, impede 

evacuation along Pomerado Road in the event of a fire, remove benefits such as the SOL and 

other sports programs at the Alliant Gym, and overtax existing public facilities without 

providing new ones. 

 

On September 12, the city Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve initiation.  

After testimony by the SRPG, the Scripps Ranch Fire Safe Council, San Diego SOL and other 

sports groups, the Planning Commission added many conditions to the initiation.  These 

included mitigation of fire hazards with certification by the Fire Chief of the safety of students, 

accessibility by fire apparatus, and safe evacuation.  They also requested analyses of ways to 

keep the SOL and other sports programs at the Gym.  They requested a new evaluation of the 

need for our fire station annex, and extensive analysis of traffic on Avenue of Nations and 

Pomerado Road, including a new look at widening Pomerado Road to four lanes.    

 

There will be many more community meetings over at least the next year, as environmental, 

traffic, and safety analyses are conducted.  A decision to widen Pomerado Road with require a 

vote of residents in a public election. The SRPG will have announced subcommittee meetings 

which are open to everyone, and we’ll provide frequent updates here in the Newsletter.  

 

Business Park:  The planning group unanimously recommended approval of a proposal for 

consolidation of 3 lots into one at 10103-10123 Carroll Canyon Road, and conversion of 6 

existing buildings into commercial condominiums.  The purpose is to provide broader financing 

opportunities.  No alteration of the existing buildings or additional construction is planned. 

 

Public Facilities Financing Plan: 

The 2016 Scripps Miramar Ranch plan for developing public facilities is on line at 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/facilities-planning/plans/scrippsmiramar     It is being 

revised since many of the projects in the plan are now completed.  Major projects underway 

include Fairbrook Park, the Library expansion, and park upgrades.  The Transportation 

Department is proposing new traffic calming measures, such as traffic circles, on some roads in 

the area.  The SRPG also re-submitted several proposals, including a Fire Station Annex, and 

reconstruction of Scripps Ranch Court. 

 

Planning Group Member Election in March 2020: 

If you are interested in serving on the planning group, please come to a meeting and talk with 

us, and contact me at whw@san.rr.com.  The next election for SRPG membership is at our 

March 5 meeting.  Candidates must have attended at least two meetings of the group in the 

previous 12 months.  Please note that we are often dark in December and/or January for the 

holidays. 

 

Next Meetings: 

The next Planning Group meetings are October 3 and November 7, 2019.  Please see the 

Planning Group’s website at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg and the City’s Scripps Ranch webpage 

at https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/scrippsmiramarranch.  
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November 2019  
Public Facilities Financing Plan: 

At our October meeting, the SRPG approved a new financing plan for public projects in the 

Scripps-Miramar Ranch planning area.  (Miramar Ranch North and Rancho Encantada have 

their own PFFPs).  The plan is important for two reasons:   

First, it specifies the community’s priorities for new projects, and second, it serves as the basis 

for calculation of the impact fees that developers pay as they build new developments in our 

planning area.  These development fees pay for infrastructure, including mobility (roads, bike 

routes), parks, and police and fire facilities.  

 

Our financing plan was last revised in 2016 and is on line at 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/facilities-planning/plans/scrippsmiramar .    It is being 

revised since many of the projects in the plan are now completed.  Major projects underway 

include Fairbrook Park, the Library parking lot expansion, and park upgrades.  The new plan 

includes the previously submitted proposal for a fire station annex to serve southern Scripps 

Ranch and Rancho Encantada.  It also includes Transportation proposals for new traffic calming 

measures, such as traffic circles, on some roads in the area. It includes traffic signal 

improvements along Pomerado Road, bike lanes on several streets, sidewalk improvements, and 

V-calm signals on Cypress Canyon Road and Willowcreek Road.  

 

The new plan next goes to the City Council, probably in December, and then the Mayor for 

approval.  

 

Planning Group Member Election in March 2020: 

The Scripps Ranch Planning Group is one of 42 Community Planning Groups in the City of San 

Diego. Its area of responsibility includes the southern part of Scripps Ranch and all of Rancho 

Encantada / Stonebridge Estates.  It is recognized by the City Council to provide advice on the 

City’s General Plan and our Community Plan.  This includes: Land Use and Community 

Planning, Mobility, Urban Design, Economic Prosperity, Public Facilities, Services and Safety, 

Recreation, Conservation, Historic Preservation, Noise, and Housing. 

There are 20 members of the Planning Group; 10 are elected each year to a two-year term.  

Anyone over 18 may be a candidate if they are a resident or renter, property owner, or a 

representative of a business in our planning area.  If you are interested in serving on the 

planning group, please come to a meeting and talk with us, and contact me at whw@san.rr.com.  

The next election for SRPG membership is at our March 5, 2020 meeting.  Candidates must 

have attended at least two meetings of the group in the previous 12 months.  Please note that we 

are often dark in December and/or January for the holidays. 

 

Next Meetings: 

The next Planning Group meetings are November 7 and December 5, 2019.  Please see the 

Planning Group’s website at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg and the City’s Scripps Ranch webpage 

at https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/scrippsmiramarranch.   

 

 

December 2019 

Fire Safety in Stonebridge: 

Recently Stonebridge residents have been told that the gated emergency roads that extend into 
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Beeler Canyon are intended for fire equipment access into the community, but are not intended 

as evacuation routes for vehicles to leave.  Both SRPG and SRCA are consulting with our City 

Council Office.  We’ll address the issues at our December meeting. 

 

Marshall Middle School Robotics Team: 

At our November meeting, the MMS Robotics Team described their idea for using an 

autonomous vehicle to report infrastructure issues to the City.  Their presentation won first 

place in the San Diego Regional Science Fair competition.  Next is the statewide competition in 

December.  Good Luck MMS! 

 

Climate Action in Scripps Ranch: 

Dr. Beth McNeill, a Scripps Ranch Resident, described the necessity for our community to 

think about how best to position Scripps Ranch for the future. How do we adapt to a warmer, 

dryer future environment so that we build awareness, maintain property values, assure that fire 

insurance will be available, and avoid worse fires and lost lives?   She advocates an action plan 

for SR and the City.  

 

Updates to the Land Development Code and General Plan: 

The City periodically updates individual ordinances in the Municipal Code.  The section on 

land use is the Land Development Code, and it contains all of the City’s rules on allowable uses 

of land, including zoning and permitting.  We reviewed the current update, particularly a 

controversial proposed change to the way distances are measured that determine how close a 

Cannabis facility may be located to schools, residences, churches, etc.  We voted unanimously 

to recommend that the City retain its current rule of 1000 feet measured simply from property 

line to property line. 

 

In December, we will begin considering proposed updates to the Housing Element of the City’s 

General Plan.  This plan will help set policy for the 2021 to 2029 time-frame.  We expect this to 

be controversial, because it will involve issues like population growth, density, transit and 

parking availability, and housing for all income levels. 

 

Task Force on Community Planning Groups: 

Councilmember Scott Sherman previously had requested an investigation by both the County 

Grand Jury and the City Auditor into Community Planning Groups.  The Auditor and Grand 

Jury produced reports over a year ago, which were answered, with specific action plans, by both 

the City’s Planning Director and the Mayor.  Nonetheless, Mr. Sherman established a “Task 

Force” to review the recommendations, to consider recommendations from outside lobbying 

groups, and to produce a new report.  All 42 of the CPGs in the city are working on responses 

this month for consideration at the November 26 meeting of the Community Planners 

Committee.  The SRPG held a special meeting on November 13 to address the Task Force draft 

report. 

 

Planning Group Member Election in March 2020: 

The Scripps Ranch Planning Group is one of 42 Community Planning Groups in the City of San 

Diego. Its area of responsibility includes the southern half of Scripps Ranch and all of Rancho 

Encantada / Stonebridge Estates.  The SRPG is recognized by the City Council to provide 

advice on the City’s General Plan and our Community Plan.  We will elect or reelect 10 

members on March 5, 2020.  Anyone over 18 may be a candidate if you are a resident or renter, 

property owner, or a representative of a business in our planning area.  Candidates must have 
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attended at least two meetings of the group in the previous 12 months.  Please note that we are 

often dark in January for the holidays, so the December meeting is probably your last chance to 

attend.   If you are interested in serving on the planning group, please come to a meeting and 

contact me at whw@san.rr.com.   

 

Next Meetings: 

The next Planning Group meetings are December 5, 2019 and February 6, 2020.  Please see the 

Planning Group’s website at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg and the City’s Scripps Ranch webpage 

at https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/scrippsmiramarranch.   

 

 

January 2020 

Fire Safety in Stonebridge: 

At our December meeting, we had an extensive discussion of the emergency access roads in 

Rancho Encantada/Stonebridge.  The Rancho Encantada Precise Plan was adopted by the City 

Council on Aug. 7, 2001.  It is available at 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/ranchoencantada/plan. The original 

plan refers to “gated emergency-only access entry to the site” (pg 39). Currently the roads that 

extend into Beeler Canyon are intended for fire equipment access into the community, but 

apparently are not intended as evacuation routes for use by private vehicles to leave.  Quinton 

Grounds from Councilmember Kersey’s office described the City’s current position and 

answered questions.  Another meeting with fire and police representatives was scheduled for 

December 17, too late for press time.  At this point, both SRPG and SRCA will continue 

consulting with our City Council Office and other departments.  Our goal is to provide safe 

emergency evacuation routes from the area.  We’ll continue to work on this issue.   

 

Maintenance Assessment District Budgets for Scripps Miramar Ranch and Rancho Encantada: 

All three communities in Scripps Ranch have Maintenance Assessment Districts for their areas.  

The Miramar Ranch North Planning Committee adopted their 2021-22 budget in November.  In 

December the Scripps Ranch Planning Group approved budgets for Scripps Miramar Ranch and 

for Rancho Encantada.   The MAD budget for Scripps includes $78K for supplies such as soil 

conditioners, recreation equipment repair parts, paint, electrical, plumbing, and janitorial items.  

It includes nearly $1.5M for services such as pond maintenance, pest control, court resurfacing, 

parking lot maintenance, playground surfaces, landscaping, and tree trimming.  Over $93K is 

provided for utilities—including almost $90K for water for fields and ponds.  Administration 

and management is included at about $247K.   Finally, a reserve fund retains about $626K for 

future and emergency contingencies.  The total budget is over $2.5 Million.   This is paid for 

with an assessment of $181.46 per lot, which is included on your property tax bill.   In Scripps 

Miramar Ranch, we are consuming the reserve fund because the assessments are at the voter-

approved maximum.  The rate can only be raised by a vote of property owners, and we 

anticipate an election to raise it probably in 2021 or 2022. 

 

The Planning Group also approved a budget of $235,186.49 for Rancho Encantada/ Stonebridge 

Estates.  This is used mostly for the city-owned Sycamore Canyon Park and other city-owned 

facilities.   The assessment on your property tax is $150 and no increase is anticipated.  The 

maximum already approved is over $400 per lot, so no vote will be necessary for quite a few 

years.  The MAD is much smaller than for Scripps or Miramar Ranch North because most of 

common land in the area is maintained by the Homeowners’ Association. 
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The Planning Group also heard a plan for habitat restoration in the Scripps Miramar Ranch 

MAD in the current 2020-21 fiscal year.  This year the work will be done in the Chimney 

Canyon area west of Semillon Blvd north of Ave. Magnifica. 

 

Planning Group Member Election in March 2020: 

We will elect or reelect 10 members of the Scripps Ranch Planning Group on March 5, 2020.  

Candidates and voters must have attended at least two meetings of the group in the previous 12 

months.  If you will have attended at least two meetings before March, and you are interested in 

serving on the planning group, please come to the February meeting and contact me as soon as 

possible at whw@san.rr.com.   

 

Next Meetings: 

The Planning Group meeting for January 2 has been cancelled, and the next regular meeting is 

on February 6, 2020.  If we have a special meeting is will be announced on the Planning 

Group’s webpage at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg and the City’s Scripps Ranch webpage at 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/scrippsmiramarranch.   

 

February 2020 

Happy New Year: 

The first meeting of the Planning Group will be 7:00pm, February 6, 2020, at the Library.  We 

will discuss election procedures and list candidates for our March election. 

 

Senate Bill 50: 

You have probably seen newspaper articles about Senate Bill 50, a measure which was 

postponed from last year.  There have been some amendments to the bill to delay 

implementation in some communities for 2 to 4 years, but many of the provisions which were 

most objectionable are still in the bill.  Among other things, SB-50 would: 

• Permit multifamily projects on nearly every lot in California eliminating zoning for 

single-family housing. 

• Provide bonuses for developers of multifamily housing in areas that are “jobs or transit 

rich”. 

• Eliminate permit requirements, density or parking restrictions, evacuation or 

environmental or public safety restrictions. 

• Allows lawsuits from building industry or lobbying organizations against local agencies 

which deny or delay projects. 

• While SB-50 claims to help with the “housing crisis”, it actually contains no provisions 

that would construct or pay for affordable housing. 

 

Last year, the Planning Group voted to recommend disapproval of SB-50 because we oppose 

statewide mandates that remove local authority.  We will discuss the bill again at our February 

meeting. 

 

Planning Group Member Election in March 2020: 

We will elect or reelect 10 members of the Scripps Ranch Planning Group on March 5, 2020.  

Candidates and voters must have attended at least two meetings of the group in the previous 12 

months.  If you will have attended at least two meetings before March, and you are interested in 

serving on the planning group, please come to the February meeting and contact me as soon as 

possible at whw@san.rr.com.   Please come to the March meeting if you wish to vote for 

members of the Planning Group. 
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Next Meetings: 

The next regular meetings are on February 6 and March 5, 2020. Please see the Planning 

Group’s webpage at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg and the City’s Scripps Ranch webpage at 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/scrippsmiramarranch.   

 

March 2020 

The Renzulli Property: 

The Phair Company is proposing development of about 90 single-family homes on the property 

located between the two segments of Cypress Canyon Road, just north of Spring Canyon.  Both 

the SRPG and Miramar Ranch North Planning Committee have recommended approval.  The 

next step is initiation of a Community Plan Amendment, which was heard by the Planning 

Commission on February 13. 

The Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve CPA initiation, so that environmental 

analysis and more detailed design can begin. 

 

Senate Bill 50: 

On January 30, SB-50 failed to pass the California Senate.  The vote was 18y-15n, with 6 not 

voting.  The bill required a 21-vote majority to pass.  Our Senator, Brian Jones, voted no. 

The bill’s author, Anthony Wiener from San Francisco, has already introduced placeholders for 

new bills for this year with similar provisions.  Both Governor Newsome and Senator Toni 

Adkins support some sort of housing bill, and they had supported SB-50.  Last year, the 

Planning Group voted to recommend disapproval of SB-50 because we oppose statewide 

mandates that remove local authority. 

 

Please let your Assembly and Senate representatives know your opinion. 

 

Election: 

The statewide primary election is Super Tuesday, March 3.  Please vote for candidates who 

support Community Planning Groups, particularly for mayor, city council, and state assembly.   

 

Planning Group Member Election in March 2020: 

The Election of Members will be held on March 5, 2020.  Voting will be open from 5:30 to 7:30 

at the Scripps Ranch Library Community Room.  You must have attended two meetings of the 

planning group in the past year to vote.  The following people are candidates for the 10 seats 

open for election this year:  Gwendolyn Bandt, Gordon Boerner, Dennis Engler, Scott Hilberg, 

Jan Kane, Ron Kelley, Emma Lefkowitz, John Lyons, Sandra Wetzel-Smith, Wally Wulfeck.  

Please come to vote for members of the Planning Group, and stay for the March meeting, which 

will begin at 7:30. 

 

Next Meetings:  

The next regular meetings are on March 5 and April 2, 2020. Please see the Planning Group’s 

webpage at www.scrippsranch.org/srpg and the City’s Scripps Ranch webpage at 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/scrippsmiramarranch.   


