
SCRIPPS RANCH CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
COMMUNITY GARDEN PRACTICES   

 
These Scripps Ranch Civic Association Community Garden (SRCACG) Practices are 
designed to promote a seamless garden experience for a broad group of community 
gardeners.  Please abide by these practices so all may enjoy the benefits that community 
gardening offers.  

A.​ Community Garden Use and Maintenance 

1. Raised bed rental fees are determined by SRCACG Operations leadership on a 
yearly basis to cover the costs of running the garden.  Yearly garden bed rental fees 
are set out in Appendix A.   

2. Garden beds rentals are non-transferable without written consent of SRCACG.   

3. Garden bed renters may retain assigned beds for three (3) consecutive years and 
then must reapply for a garden bed after the third year. 

4. In addition to the garden bed rental fee, a $20 refundable deposit is also required to 
cover the cost of cleaning garden beds that are not cleared at the end of the growing 
season or if a garden bed is abandoned.  If the garden bed is retained at the end of 
the year by the gardener, and is cleared at the end of each growing season, the 
deposit will carry over to the following years and another $20 deposit will not be 
required. 

5. Garden beds must be planted within three (3) weeks of access to the garden bed or 
when a new gardening season begins. Garden beds may not be left unattended for 
any period of three (3) weeks or longer without contacting and making arrangements 
with the SRCACG Operations Group leadership by email at 
srcacommunitygarden@scrippsranch.org. 

 6. All plants must be maintained within the limits of the garden bed rental area and 
may not be allowed to grow to a height where they are shading other growers’ garden 
beds. Invasive plants are prohibited as determined by SRCACG Operations Group 
leadership. See Appendix A for a non-exhaustive list of prohibited plants. 

7. Garden beds are for growing produce (vegetables, herbs, and fruit), pollinators, 
flowers, and small shrubs. Illegal plants are prohibited including but not limited to 
marijuana (which is legal to be grown only at home in accordance with state law).  
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8. Garden beds and surrounding areas must be kept clean and free of over-ripe 
vegetables, weeds, and diseased plants. Gardeners are responsible for all tilling, 
cultivating, organic fertilizing, and watering, etc.  

9. Practice water-wise guidelines. Two water spigots and hose reels are available. 
Hand watering only is permitted in order to conserve water.  Water pressure is not 
optimal, so use of watering cans is recommended.  Any state, county and/or city 
mandatory water restrictions that may apply must be followed.  

10. Gardeners are required to place all green waste such as: dead plants, leaves, and 
stems and all other trash in the proper greenery bin and/or compost bins.  Please do 
not put green waste in trash bins unless it is diseased or infested such that it would 
contaminate the compost bins. 

11. If gardeners no longer want or are unable to garden, they are to contact the 
SRCACG Operations Group leadership. In addition, if able, gardeners should clear the 
garden bed within seven (7) days, leaving it ready for new gardeners.  

B. ​ Cultivation 

1. Gardeners must notify the SRCACG Operations Group leadership when unable to 
care for their beds due to extended illness, travel, or other reasons. The Operations 
Group leadership may arrange for SRCACG volunteers to tend the gardener’s bed on 
a temporary as-needed basis.  

2. Garden-safe and eco-friendly practices are to be used in the community garden. 
The use of synthetic chemicals that act as pesticides and herbicides/weed killers are 
prohibited. Organic methods for weed and pest control are strongly encouraged (E.g., 
Sluggo and Safer Insecticidal Soap brands, especially brands with OMRI labeling) as 
determined by SRCACG Operations Group leadership.    

3. Mulching is highly recommended to reduce weeds and water evaporation.  

4. Organic fertilizers are recommended and the use of animal manures is allowable 
only if they are composted. Synthetic fertilizers are permitted. 

5. Sand and gravel are not allowed to be added to the beds.  Annual soil amendment 
is expected and some products will be provided annually by SRCACG. 

C.​ Community Service and Meeting Requirements 

1. This is a community garden and for it to succeed gardener support is needed to 
maintain the site, manage compost, and keep the garden clean and looking good. 
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2.  The SRCACG Operations leadership reserves the right to call meetings and 
schedule work days as necessary.  Attendance and active participation at these 
meetings and work events are mandatory for all gardeners.  Failure to actively 
participate in a minimum of four (4) hours of community service per year may result in 
loss of garden privileges and forfeit of the garden bed rental and deposit.  

D.​ Community Garden Property, Tools, Equipment and Supplies 

1.  Tools, equipment, supplies, and hoses are available in the community garden and 
storage shed are provided for community garden use and must remain on the 
premises.  Gardeners must clean and return tools, equipment and supplies to the 
proper place after each use. Gardeners are financially responsible for breaking, 
damaging, or removing any tools, equipment, supplies, fencing, locks, signs, and 
garden beds.  

2. Gardeners should hold the hose while watering. Sprinklers are prohibited and 
alternative drip irrigation is permitted, subject to approval by the SRCACG Operations 
Group leadership. When moving hoses, gardeners should be careful not to cross over 
other gardener’s beds. If you are last to use the hose, you must shut the water off 
properly, drain the hose and recoil the hose into the retractable hose reel. When 
watering, be considerate of other gardeners waiting to water. 

3. Each gardener is responsible to lock the community garden pedestrian gate, 
SRCACG shed and/or SDUSD parking lot gate at all times.   

4. The SRCACG is not responsible for the loss or damage of personal belongings, 
tools, supplies or equipment belonging to garden bed renters.   

E.​ Good Neighbor Practices  

1. Children and visitors must be supervised at all times while in the community garden 
and must follow all SRCACG practices, which are posted online at 
www.scrippsranch.org/community-garden.  

2. Use common courtesy and resolve differences in a neighborly way. Be respectful, 
and listen carefully to other gardeners when there are issues or problems. The goal of 
this garden is to create a collaborative, friendly community.  Helping each other, 
supporting, and learning from each other are expected of all bed renters.  Please 
communicate with SRCACG Operations Group leadership if any issues cannot be 
resolved.  

3. Keep the community garden clean by picking up trash and litter from pathways 
around your garden bed, around the SRCACG shed and along the perimeter fence.  

Scripps Ranch Civic Association Community Garden (SRCACG) Practices January 12, 2025​ Page 3 of 7 

http://www.scrippsranch.org/community-garden


Place any recycling items in the blue recycle bin.  If a trash, recycling and/or greenery 
bin is full, please empty the bin into the SDUSD trash dumpster and recycling 
dumpster.  Greenery goes into the compost bins.  

4. No verbal or physical abuse, harassment, or prohibited discrimination will be 
tolerated, and will be grounds for loss of gardening privileges. 

5. No pets are permitted in the community garden. 

6. Smoking, vaping, alcohol, illegal drugs and weapons are prohibited and will be 
grounds for loss of gardening privileges without refunds of rental fees and deposit.  
The SRCA Community Garden is located on San Diego Unified School District 
property.  

7. Removal of or interference with, another gardener's plants, flowers, fruits or 
vegetables, etc., is not allowed without the owner's consent. Harmful actions of any 
kind towards other gardeners or garden beds will not be tolerated. 

8. Gardeners may park legally on Spring Canyon Road, North Brookville and in the 
parking lot adjacent to the Spring Canyon Neighborhood Park basketball court. The 
SDUSD STEAM parking lot has restricted use. Livia and SDUSD does not have 
disabled parking available to SRCACG users and guests.  

9. When taking breaks, having snacks, or gathering with others, gardeners must 
remain in the community garden rather than on the Livia premises including Livia 
parking areas, as there is vehicular traffic adjacent to and around the community 
garden.  Do not park in any red curbs on the Livia premises at any time.   

10. Gardeners are prohibited from using the Livia dog park unless they are Livia 
residents. 

10. Please use good personal safety practices when visiting the garden. If you 
observe or perceive a safety issue, immediately call 9-1-1 if appropriate and also 
notify SRCACG Operations Group leadership at 
srcacommunitygarden@scrippsranch.org. 

F.​ Garden Bed Rental Agreement and Waiver 

1. If selected, I may garden at SRCACG only after reading and signing this 
agreement, paying the garden bed rental fee and deposit, signing the waiver and 
release of liability, and attending the community garden mandatory orientation every 
year. 

2. If selected, I must pay the garden bed rental fee and deposit by the due date.  
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Payment must be paid online via Paypal or credit card at 
www.scrippsranch.org/community-garden.  I understand that failure to pay within ten 
(10) days from the due date for any reason will result in forfeiture of the garden bed 
and any funds paid late will be refunded. 

3. Garden beds not planted within three (3) weeks of receipt of a new bed or the 
beginning of a new season will be considered abandoned and returned to the lottery 
for reassignment.  Garden bed rental fees may be refunded and not the deposit. 

4. If I am unwilling or unable to tend the assigned garden bed, I must email the 
SRCACG Operations Group leadership to notify them I am abandoning the assigned 
garden bed.  If the garden bed is cleaned, the $20 deposit will be refunded.  Garden 
bed rental fees are not refundable. SRCACG Operations Group leadership will 
determine if a garden bed is forfeited.  

5. I understand and agree to follow all the garden practices.  The SRCACG 
Operations Group leadership is responsible for ensuring that the above practices are 
followed in the garden.  Failure to follow the practices may result in action up to and 
including loss of gardening privileges and beds.  If a violation of garden practice is 
noted by the SRCACG Operations Group leadership, the following may occur, 
depending on the violation: 

●​ One verbal warning will be issued by a designated member of the SRCACG 
Operations Group leadership. 

●​ If no response or correction is made, a written notice will be issued within 
fourteen (14) calendar days, giving an additional ten (10) calendar days to respond. 

●​ If no further response is or correction is made within the given timeframe, 
written final notification of decision forfeiting gardening privileges and loss of bed will 
be issued.  No refund of bed fees or deposit will be issued in such a case. 

●​ Re-application for another garden bed rental after one year from the year in 
which the decision is made to forfeit a garden bed rental  will be at the discretion of the 
SRCACG Operations Group leadership. 

6. I will keep the SRCACG Operations Group leadership advised of any changes to 
my current email address and telephone number to 
srcacommunitygarden@scrippsranch.org. 

7. I specifically agree to cooperate with the SRCACG Operations Group leadership 
directions and instructions.  
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G.​ San Diego Unified School District License Agreement Terms 
Acknowledgement 

Community garden bed renters voluntarily acknowledge agreement specific San 
Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) License Agreement terms as follows: 

1. Hours of Operation: Access to SRCACG premises is available only after 3:30 pm on 
SDUSD school days and during daylight hours on SDUSD non-school days. 

2. SRCACG is responsible for locking the community garden gate and SDUSD 
parking lot gate therefore each community gardener is responsible to lock the 
community garden gate, community garden shed, and SDUSD parking lot gate at all 
times.  

H.​ SRCA Waiver and Release of Liability Requirement 

Community Garden renters will have to sign the waiver and release online located at 
https://www.scrippsranch.org/resources/srca-waiver-and-release-of-liability-form/. 

I. ​ SRCA Reservation of Rights to Refuse Service 
SRCACG in accordance with state and federal laws reserves the right to refuse service 
including but not limited to garden bed rental and privileges.   
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APPENDIX A 
 

1. Goals and Mission Statement  

The Scripps Ranch Civic Association Community Garden goals are: 
  
●​ Create a beautiful place for all ages to use and enjoy 
●​ Provide a place to grow organic food and promote healthy eating 
●​ Offer educational and recreational gardening opportunities to the community 
●​ Provide a teaching tool for students at Scripps Ranch schools and other groups 
that visit the community garden 
  
Our Mission is to cultivate community through organic gardening, education, friendship 
and fun. 

2. Garden Bed Annual Rental Fees as of January 12, 2025 (Subject to change) 

Garden Bed annual rental fees are $8.75 per square foot per year. 

Small Garden Bed rental: (22 - 4’x4’ 16 square feet) - $140 

Small Garden Bed rental: (1 - 4’x6’ 24 square feet) - $210 

Small Garden Bed rental: (3 - 4’x3’ 12 square feet)  - $105 

Large Garden Bed rental: (3 - 6’x6’ 36 square feet) - $315 

3. Prohibited Plants - The following plants (but not limited to) may not be planted in 
the any garden beds at any time (Subject to change): 

Bamboo 
Blackberry Vines 
English Ivy 
Large shrubs and large trees of all kinds 
Mint of all kinds 
Peanuts 
Sugar Cane 
Vinca Major 
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