
Scripps Ranch Schools Committee Meeting 
February 18, 2026 at 4:30pm 
Virtual Meeting Via Zoom 
 
Topic: District Budget Update 
 
Member Attendance: 

​Dingeman Principal – Dusty Pedrotti  
​Dingeman FFC Pres – Christina Liu 
​Dingeman FFC VP – Nesra Senol 
​EBS Principal – Liz Sloan  
​Jerabek Principal – Jonathan McDade 
​Jerabek SSC/SGT Rep – Emily Caballero 
​Marshall Principal – Stephen Olds 
​Marshall MMO Pres - Krista Dwyer 
​Marshall SSC/SGT Rep – Shanelle 
Watkins 

​Marshall SSC/SGT Rep - Emily 
Caballero 

​MRE Principal – Carolyn Kalicki 

​SDUSD Board Member – Sabrina Bazzo 
​SDUSD SR Cluster Area Sup.– Maria 
Gomez 

​SRHS Principal – Matt Lawson 
​SRHS Fdn Pres - Gail Faber 
​SRHS Fdn VP - Bethani Bernaba 
​SRSC Co-Chair – Christina Riehl 
​SRSC Parliamentarian – Corey 
Bernardo 

​SRSC Legislative Advisor – Pete 
Cordero 

​SRSC Secretary – Karen Freeman 

 
Public Attendance:  
Sam Doerner (Science Resource Teacher, Scripps Mesa Steam Lab), Tamara Hurley (community 
member), Laura Stegner (Parent & after-school program director), and Joy Wood (Jerabek and 
Scripps Ranch High School Parent) 
 
 
Meeting Minutes:  
I.​ Meeting called to order at 4:32pm by Chair Jenny Cornelissen 

A.​ Welcome and introductions (J. Cornelissen) 
 

II.​ Approval of the January 2026 meeting minutes (J. Cornelissen) 
A.​ Final SRSC January 2026 meeting minutes  

1.​ Motion to pass the minutes without any changes by Pete Cordero, seconded by 
Dusty Pedrotti, and approved.  

2.​ Final SRSC January 2026 minutes  
 

III.​ California Legislative Update 
A.​ Speaker: Pete Cordero, SRSC Legislative Analyst Mr. Pete Cordero 

1.​ Overview of the California legislative process, including the Governor’s initial 

budget proposal, which is released every January, updated in March or April with 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1Eq79UAORIhkepH4npXvzJBfS1a_OlTX8-YAEJmOYKMw/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15ICOTnFTGvBbMQ-El7BdxKrZD9WkGRMz/view?usp=drive_link


a mid-May revision that is negotiated by the California State Legislature and 

approved in June. 

2.​ Proposition 98, passed in 1988, mandates a minimum funding level for K-12 

schools and community colleges from the State’s General Fund, which typically 

equals roughly 40% of the State’s annual budget. 

3.​ During the 2026-2027 school year, California’s Proposition 98 funding is projected 

to reach about $20,000 per student, totaling approximately $117.9 billion for 

K-12 schools and community colleges. 

4.​ Explanation of educational funding sources, including State, Federal, and local 

funding sources, including local bonds approved by voters 

5.​ The majority of our schools’ funding comes through the State of California, rather 

than through the Federal government, which only funds about 6% of California’s 

educational costs. 

6.​ The Impact of Proposition 98 (Prop 98) on school funding with Prop. 98 as the 

primary funding source for our schools.  State educational funds can be 

unpredictable from year to year, given that state revenue is heavily dependent on 

income tax, which can vary widely based on stock market performance. 

7.​ Schools are funded based on their students’ attendance, a methodology referred 

to as California’s Average Daily Attendance (ADA), which is based on the average 

number of students in class daily, rather than total school enrollment, calculated 

as total days of attendance divided by total days of instruction. 

8.​ Needs of specific groups of students, including students who are English learners, 

low-income, and youth in foster care.  Districts and individual schools receive 

more money when they have higher needs students. 

9.​ The Governor’s proposals for community schools and the potential change in the 

State Superintendent’s position 

 
IV.​ District Update: Scripps Ranch Cluster (Ms. Maria Gomez and Ms. Sabrina Bazzo) 

A.​ During a presentation of her related slides, Maria Gomez provided a detailed 
breakdown of the District’s budget process, including the impact of an averted 
teachers’ strike that was previously scheduled for February 28.    

B.​ Explanation of the budget development process, including the submission of 
principals’ site budgets and the impact of the COLA (the Cost of Living Adjustment) 

C.​ Discussion on the funding of special education and the impact of the State of 
California’s budget on the San Diego Unified School District. 

 
 
 
 
 



D.​ Sabrina Bazzo reported that she and Superintendent Bagula recently went to 
Sacramento to appeal for additional special education funding. Currently, the District 
spends approximately $400 million per year on special education, yet the State only 
provides about $100 million for special education. 

 
V.​ Scripps Ranch Schools Committee Elections Schedule for 2026-2027 Officers 

A.​ SRSC Parliamentarian Corey Bernardo provided an overview of the SRSC election 
schedule as well as the roles of officers serving on the Scripps Ranch School 
Committee 

B.​ Explanation of the roles of the Committee chair, co-chair, secretary, parliamentarian, 
and legislative advisor 

C.​ Discussion of the process of nominating and electing new officers for next year 
D.​ Nominations for next year’s officers will be made during next month’s March 

meeting, and candidates will speak, followed by an independent vote during an 
in-person April meeting 

E.​ New ideas and fresh perspectives are welcome among the Committees’ new officers  
 

VI.​ Roundtable 
A.​ Maria Gomez commended the principals of Scripps Ranch and Mira Mesa High School 

for their collaborative efforts to improve math education and mastery at both schools 
B.​ Scripps Ranch elementary schools’ spelling bees are happening currently in 

classrooms and at each school site, and then the finalists from each school will 
compete.  

C.​ Mr. Lawson reported that the Scripps Ranch High School boys basketball, girls soccer, 
and boys water polo teams are competing in playoff games.  There is an ongoing play 
production of “Mamma Mia” at the Falcon Playhouse.  Additionally, there are a 
number of upcoming festivals and end-of-year concerts in which the school’s 
symphony orchestra and band will perform. 

 
VII.​ Adjourn Meeting 

Meeting adjourned at 5:20pm 
 

Next meeting Wednesday, March 18, 2026 @ 4:30pm (Virtual via Zoom) 
Topic: Student Literacy 
 
2026 SRSC meeting dates: Meetings are held every third Wednesday at 4:30pm on Zoom during 
the school year, except January and April meetings held in person (Scripps Mesa Steam Lab).  The 
2026 SRSC meeting dates are January 21, February 18, March 18, and April 15. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Karen Freeman, Secretary  


	A.​Speaker: Pete Cordero, SRSC Legislative Analyst Mr. Pete Cordero 

