
Scripps Ranch Schools Committee Meeting 
October 15, 2025 at 4:30pm 
In-Person Meeting: Scripps Mesa STEAM Lab 
 
Topic: 4 x 4 Block Schedule – Proposed District Plan for All High Schools 
 
Member Attendance: 

​Dingeman Principal – Dusty Pedrotti  
​Dingeman FFC Rep – Christina Liu 
​Dingeman SSC/SGT Rep – Nesra Senol 
​EBS Principal – Liz Sloan  
​Jerabek Principal – Jonathan McDade 
​Jerabek SSC/SGT Rep – Emily Caballero 
​MRE Principal – Carolyn Kalicki 
​MRE SSC/SGT Rep – Rochelle Fine 
​Marshall Principal – Stephen Olds 
​Marshall MMO Rep – Shanelle 
Watkins 

​Marshall SSC/SGT Rep - Emily 
Caballero 

​SRHS Principal – Matt Lawson 
​SRHS Fdn Pres - Gail Faber 
​SDUSD SR Cluster Area Sup.– Maria 
Gomez 

​SRSC Chair  –  Jenny Cornelissen​  
​SRSC Co-Chair – Christina Riehl 
​SRSC Parliamentarian – Corey 
Bernardo 

​SRSC Legislative Advisor – Pete 
Cordero 

​SRSC Secretary – Karen Freeman 

 
Public Attendance:  
Kymberlie Schifrin (Jerabek and Marshall parent), Jean Marc Ricatte (Marshall parent), Kristin 
Schwartz (Jerabek and Marshall parent), Samantha Doerner (Science Resource Teacher, Scripps 
Mesa STEAM Lab), Dr. Jennifer Roberson (Executive Director, Office of Graduation, SDUSD), and 
24 online participants  
 
Meeting Minutes:  
I.​ Meeting called to order at 4:34pm by Chair Jenny Cornelissen and Co-Chair Christina Riehl 

A.​ Announcements (J. Cornelissen) 
1.​ Introduction of Scripps Ranch School Committee members 
2.​ Welcome to the first in-person Committee meeting of the 2025-2026 school year 

to school administrators, representatives of parent groups, and community 
members. 

 
II.​ Approval of the September 2025 meeting minutes (J. Cornelissen) 

A.​ Addition of Nesra Senol as a member in attendance at the September meeting 
1.​ Final SRSC September minutes  

B. Motion to pass the minutes by Corey Bernardo, seconded by Pete Cordero, and 
approved  

 
III.​ Presentation: 4 x 4 Block Schedule - Proposed District plan for all high schools (J. Roberson) 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c5P9_feeDKP1u_4lkTeEwV94lJpTd6cL/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113088180736625675725&rtpof=true&sd=true


A.​ Speaker: Dr. Jennifer Roberson, Executive Director, Office of Graduation, San 
Diego Unified School District 
1.​ There was a shift that occurred as a result of discussion during the School 

Board’s 10/14 meeting.  Based on feedback regarding a proposed 4 x 4 block 
schedule implementation plan from certain school communities, the School 
Board decided to make adjustments to the proposed implementation plan.  
Board members wanted more engagement as well as more time to plan and 
to figure out what schedule best fits the needs of each of the District’s high 
schools.  Currently, only three additional SDUSD high schools, including 
Canyon Hills, Madison, and Mira Mesa, are moving forward with 
implementing the 4 x 4 block schedule model beginning in the 2026-2027 
school year.  These three schools have been communicating and engaging 
their staff, students, and families for almost four years and are ready to 
engage the 4 x 4 model.  Meanwhile, the remaining five high schools will 
engage in subsequent conversations with school communities regarding the 
best schedule for their needs. 

2.​ District staff will seek input and feedback from the students, staff, and 

families of Canyon Hills, Madison, and Mira Mesa regarding their experience 

as they implement the 4 x 4 block schedule beginning next school year.  This 

feedback will be considered along with the unique needs of students at each 

of the remaining high schools still participating in a traditional six-period 

school day. 

3.​ Within the 4 x4 block schedule model, there are nuances such as the AB 

structure and the hybrid structure, which could be determined to be a best fit 

for some high schools.  The District will continue to study each high school 

and its needs to determine the best schedule fit for each school.  

4.​ Over three years, the District studied the challenges of a traditional six-period 

school day and various areas needing improvement.  District staff identified 

the following potential benefits of a 4 x 4 block schedule, including: 

a.​ Stronger focus on learning as students take fewer classes at a time 

with longer instructional blocks, allowing them to concentrate 

more deeply on each subject, engage in interactive lessons, and 

build stronger connections with their peers and teachers  

b.​ Improved college and career readiness 

c.​ Increased opportunities for students to take dual enrollment 

courses, i.e., high school students taking college-level courses that 

satisfy high school graduation requirements and earn college 

credits concurrently 



d.​ Highly motivated students can move through their coursework at a 

faster pace and explore a wider range of academic opportunities 

[aka “acceleration”] 

e.​ Faster recovery of credits allows students to retake a class during 

the same school year, rather than waiting to retake it during 

summer school 

f.​ Allows students more opportunities for completing internships and 

apprenticeships, participating in project-based learning, and 

earning professional certificates 

g.​ More opportunities to complete additional courses during high 

school years 

h.​ Creating time in students’ school day to fulfill new high school 

graduation requirements, including a financial literacy course 

i.​ Reduced stress on students from their overloaded schedules 

j.​ More time for teachers to prepare lessons and foster connections 

with students 

k.​ Allows time for English language learners and special education 

students to participate in study skills classes and/or receive 

additional supports 

5.​ With a 4 x 4 block schedule, every 18-week semester is broken up into two 
terms.  Students take four longer classes (typically about 90 minutes per class 
period) every day for one term.  After the term ends, they start four new, 
different classes for the second term of the semester.  Whereas students 
would typically complete 24 courses in their four-year high school career [6 
courses per year x 4  years = 24 courses], students following the 4 x 4 block 
schedule can complete up to 32 courses [8 courses per year x 4 years = 32 
courses]. 

 

B.​ Questions and Answers 
1. Participants asked about the potential impacts of a 4 x 4 block schedule on 
Advanced Placement [AP] testing, class size, and the flexibility of course 
offerings.  Dr. Roberson explained that the 4 x 4 model could allow for more 
flexibility in scheduling AP courses and other electives and that schools can 
design their schedule to meet their specific needs. 
2. The discussion included concerns about the budget impact of the 4 x 4 model 

and the need for strategic planning to ensure all students have access to 

necessary courses. 

3. Dr. Roberson emphasized the importance of engaging school communities in 

the conversation about scheduling and the potential benefits of the 4 x 4 model 

for all students. 



IV.​ District Update: Scripps Ranch Cluster (M. Gomez) 
A.​ Area Superintendent Maria Gomez presented slides touching on the District’s 

focus on wellness, literacy, goals, and instructional focus.   
1.​ October is Principal Appreciation Month 
2.​ As a District, we improved in both English Language Arts (ELA) and math.  

Approximately 83% of Scripps Ranch students are performing at least at 
grade level or exceeding grade level in language arts, and 84% of students 
are meeting or exceeding grade level math standards. 

3.​ Scripps Ranch school principals are involved in a community of practice 
and collaborating on math lessons with a focus on increasing math skills  

4.​ District budget update notes an outstanding budget gap of $8.3 million.  
The District continues to need to increase enrollment and discontinue 
practices that are no longer needed to increase revenue and decrease 
expenditures.  District leaders are committed to keeping students at the 
center of budget decision-making and minimizing impacts to the 
classroom. 

 
V.​ Scripps Mesa STEAM Lab Update (S. Doerner) 

A.​ STEM programs currently offered at the STEAM lab include design challenges, 
drone competitions, and 3D modeling 

B.​  The RAC Foundation is sponsoring a drone competition in which participants 
learn how to pilot and code.   

C.​ A Sphero Global Challenge robotics competition for older elementary school 
children could be facilitated here in the Scripps Ranch community if there is 
sufficient interest.  Samantha encouraged meeting participants to reach out to 
the City of San Diego’s Scripps Ranch Recreation Center to arrange for space for 
teams to meet and later compete.  Interested individuals would have to form 
teams, raise funds, and arrange for a credentialed teacher to be present during 
club meetings. 

D.​ Any interested individuals or groups can contact Sam Doerner, Scripps Mesa 
STEAM Lab Science Resource Teacher, for additional information 
(sdoerner@sandi.net ) 

 
VI.​ Roundtable 

A.​ A meeting participant raised the topic of an outdoor science camp and the 
possibility of bringing an outdoor science camp back to Marshall.  She was 
interested in exploring ways to make this type of program available to more 
students to provide social-emotional support for students.  Maria Gomez 
referred the participant to contact Tobie Pace, who works for the District’s  
Extended Learning Opportunities Department. 

 
VII.​ Adjourn Meeting 

Meeting adjourned at 5:45pm 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Qlys3IFsIjk_W32JTYuJeE3R8RUjRqVm/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113088180736625675725&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eAF_l2AGZ27kDNP_en3PdzCl42QYzO5N/view?usp=sharing
mailto:sdoerner@sandi.net


Next meeting Wednesday, November 19, 2025 @ 4:30pm (Virtual) 
Topic: Mathematics Curriculum 
 
Respectfully submitted by Karen Freeman, Secretary  
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