
Scripps Ranch Schools Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

 

August 19, 2026, at 4:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting on Zoom 

 

Topic: Welcome, Intros and Budget Update 
 

Member Attendance: (+ indicates present) 
SRSC Chair  –  Pete Cordero + 
SRSC Co-Chair – Christina Riehl + 
SRSC Parliamentarian – Corey Bernardo + 
SRSC Legislative Advisor – Sandra Atkinson + 
SRSC Secretary – Courtney O’Rourke + 

 
Dingeman Principal – Dusty Pedrotti + 
Dingeman FFC President-Claudine Ricanor 
Dingeman FFC VP-Nesra Senol+ 
EBS Principal – Mark Morici+ 
EBS FFO- Tammy Babin 
Jerabek Principal – Jonathan McDade 
Jerabek FFO Co-president- Jessica Hayden+ 
Jerabek FFO Co-president- Devon Dubois 
Marshall Principal – Stephen Olds+ 
Marshall MMO Pres - Suresh Menon + 
Marshall MMO Exec VP – ? 
MRE Principal – Carolyn Kalicki + 
MRE FFA Pres – ? 
MRE FFA Vice President- Kevin Werner+ 
MRE FFA Rep. – Naomi Chavez + 
 
 
SDUSD SR Cluster Area A Superintendent– Maria Gomez + 
SRHS Principal – Matt Lawson + 
SRHS Fdn VP – Bethani Bernaba+ 

  
Public Attendance:  
 

Meagan Knepp, MRE parent and SGT/SSC 
Mike McCullough, Jerabek parent 
Todd Levinson, EBS parent 
Gail Faber, SRHS parent 
Ti’Fani Law- MRE parent 
Gary Gaillego, MRE parent 
Rochelle FIne, Marshall parent and MRE FFA 
Mridhula Upadhya, EBS parent 
Tyler Rudolph, Jerabek parent 
Molica Nuon, Jerabek parent 



Sunshine Vekas Sieniarecki, parent MRE and FFA 
Jill Harris, Jerabek parent 
Shrininthi Ashok Kumar, Dingeman parent 
Alexa Feldman, MRE parent 

 

Minutes 

I.​ Call to Order: Chair Pete Cordero and Co-Chair Christina Riehl     ​          
Meeting called to order at 432pm 

A.​ Welcome 
B.​ Introductions 

 
II.​ Approval of April 2026 Minutes ​ 

Motion to approve minutes: Bethani Bernaba 

Motion seconded: Christina Riehl 

Motion approved unanimously. April 2026 minutes approved. 

  
III.​ District Budget Update - Maria Gomez​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

A.​ Presentation 
i.​ Budget overview (45 day budget). Signed by Governor in June 2026 
ii.​ COLA increased to 4.3% which means an increase of $17 million 
iii.​ Special education funding increase of $37 million 
iv.​ Student Services Professional Development Grant increase of $63 

million 
v.​ Learning Recovery Emergency Block Grant- no change 
vi.​ Paid Pregnancy Disability Leave- negative $1 million 
vii​ Total increase: $117,000,000 
B.​ Expenditures: 

Certificated got raises 
Classified got raises 
Employee benefits 
Material and supplies- $2 million 

C.​ State Enacted Budget-Other Restricted Programs 
Community schools-$1 billion for Prop 98 
Behavior Supports- $200 million for early intervention for prek 
Kitchen infrastructure and training funds 
Preschool funding moved to Prop 98 

D.​ Next steps: 
9/15/2026- Board Update 
10/7/2026-CALPADS Census Day 
12/11/2026-CALPADS Fall 1 reporting 
12/15/2026-First Interim Report 
1/10/2027-Release of Proposed Governor’s Budget 
3/9/2027-Second Interim Report 

https://www.scrippsranch.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Budget-Presentation-8.19.2026.pdf


E.​ Questions: 
1. Re Special Ed line funding, is that only IEP students or 504 as well? 
(Law) 

Just funding for special ed in general. 
2. What impact does this have on our cluster of schools? (Cordero) 

Money was used as outlined above. We are still at a deficit. 
Money is being used to fill in gaps. Same for all schools 
regardless of cluster.  

3. Scripps schools are not community schools, correct? (Law) 
Correct 

4. Do the community school line budgets include access to fresh food? 
(Law) 

It does not appear to provide free food. Budget comes with a 
liaison to help facilitate resources for families.  

5. SR principals use discretionary funds to cover many items.  
 

IV.  Open Items        
1.​ Cordero 

a.​ Next meeting topics based on parent survey 
i.​ Screen TIme and Policy 
ii.​ Mental Health Resources 
iii.​ Literacy Updates 
iv.​ No December meeting 
v.​ Math Focus- January   ​  

2.​ Tech use in classrooms (Todd Levinson. Contact email: 
tlev13@gmail.com) 

a.​ A committee is going to research tech use over the next 9 months 
in the classroom 

b.​ 5 parents and 5 students, teachers, field experts    
c.​ Parent survey created. How to distribute? 

i.​ Parents across all grade levels will be asked, right? 
(Faber) 

1.​ Yes 
ii.​ Where will the committee be meeting? (Gaillego) 

1.​ Committees are being formed and will start meeting 
in September.  

d.​ A district speaker from IT will come next month (Gomez) 
3.​ Legislative update will also occur next month. 
4.​ Re how different races and ethnic groups are performing in ELA and 

Math was presented last year. What is the strategic plan for that? (Law) 
a.​ Gomez: Our school leaders engage our teachers and staff with 

regards to that data. Each school is working on that item.  
b.​ Cordero: will have more updates in November and January 

​    ​    ​  ​    ​              
 
 
 



IV.​ Meeting adjourned at 524pm​    ​    ​    ​    ​    ​       
   

 
Next Meeting: September 16, 2026 @ 4:30 pm  

In Person: Scripps Mesa STEAM Lab 
10400 Spring Canyon Rd 
San Diego, CA 92131 
 

Topic: Screen Time Policies 
 

Note: Virtual attendees should use an accurate screen name and list their name and the 
school or organization they represent in the chat for our record keeping. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
2026-2027 Meeting dates: Meetings are held every third Wednesday at 4:30 pm during the school year. 

 
The meeting dates are August 19, September 16, October 21, November 18, January 20, February 17, 

March 17, April 21, May 19. Locations TBA. 
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