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|\ | Oﬁl f Assembly Bill 715 establishes a state Office of Civil Rights to help
eW Ce O school districts identify and prevent discrimination based on

antisemitism, gender, religious and LGBTQ status. It will also

C iVil Rights to handle questions and complaints.

The legislation, along with Senate Bill 48, creates four positions to
O en track and report discrimination. These positions will be appointed
by the governor and confirmed by the Senate after Jan. 1.

Beginning Jan. 1, parents of chronically truant children will no
longer be fined or face jail time.

Parents can’t be

" Assembly Bill 461 amends the state’s Penal Code to remove a

: 1 d f section that makes it a criminal offense for a parent to have a
] a]_ e Or tru ant child who is chronically truant, which is defined as missing school

without a valid excuse for 10% or more of the school year.

[ J
k].ds California law requires students age 6 to 18 to attend school.

9
The Penal Code called for a fine of up to $2,000 or up to a year in
jail for parents whose children habitually missed school.



Beginning on July 1, all California school campuses, except those

Gender_neutral that have only one bathroom for male students and one

bathroom for female students, are required to have a

b athrO O m gender-neutral bathroom.

° Senate Bill 760, which was signed by the governor in 2023,
I‘e u1re d requires that posted signs identify the designated bathroom as
being open to all genders and that it be kept unlocked and

available to all students.

C ellphO ne us e tO Mandates that all school districts implement policies limiting or
° ° prohibiting student smartphone use during school hours
be limited



Shielding schools
from
immigration
raids

Protecting
preschools,
preparing families

Assembly Bill 49, known as the California Safe Haven Schools Act,
was passed amid a series of immigration raids that have resulted
in the arrest of thousands of people. It went into effect as an
urgency measure in September.

The bill prohibits school staff from allowing immigration
enforcement officers on school campuses or sharing student or
family information with them without a warrant or court order.
School districts have until March 1to update school policies to
align with the law.

Senate Bill 98, also effective in September, requires leaders of
school districts, charter schools, universities and colleges to
notify staff and parents when immigration officers are on a
campus. School safety plans should include an official procedure
for making these notifications by March 1.

Beginning Jan. 1, all adults related to a child by blood or adoption,
within five generations, could be authorized to enroll a child in
school or make decisions about their medical care while on
campus.

The bill also permits courts to appoint a person, nominated b?a
parent, to have joint custody of a child if they are detained or
deported by immigration officials.



. h d Senate Bill 640 establishes a direct admission program that
E a.S lng t e rO a. sends mailers to high school students who are eligible to attend
participating campuses, informing them of that status. Qualified
tO Colle e students must have completed all the required coursework and
g maintained the necessary grade point average.
The legislation also requires the California Community Colleges
system to promote the CSU dual admission transfer program,

which guarantees CSU admission to eligible community college
students.

S tudent ID S to Student identification cards issued at California public secondary
schools and institutions of higher education after July 1 will
include the phone number for The Trevor Project, a crisis and

inCIUde SUiCide suicide prevention hotline for LGBTQ youth.

Suicide is the second leading cause of death among young

( ]
hO tllne nu l I lb er people age 10 to 14, and the third leading cause of death for 14-

to 25-year-olds, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.



New Office of
Civil Rights to
Open

Early education
to take seats on

board

Assembly Bill 715 establishes a state Office of Civil Rights to help
school districts identify and prevent discrimination based on
antisemitism, gender, religious and LGBTQ status. It will also
handle questions and complaints.

The legislation, along with Senate Bill 48, creates four positions to
track and report discrimination. These positions will be appointed
by the governor and confirmed by the Senate after Jan. 1.

The next eligible seat that comes open on the California
Commission on Teacher Credentialing in 2026 must go to an early
childhood education teacher, according to Assembly Bill 1123.

In the 60 years since California first began issuing child
development permits to early childhood educators, there has
never been a voting member on the commission, which governs
their licensure and preparation, said Assemblymember Al
Muratsuchi, D-Torrance, author of the bill.



